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Is this the worst road in Staffordshire?
Location: - Bognop Road, Essington WV11 2AZ

ABOUT THE ROAD

The road in our opinion is a very dangerous lane with few road markings, any road
signage being overgrown with vegetation and no lighting. The road has 3 speed
limits 30, 40, and derestricted, riddled with pot holes all the way along its length
and no kerb stones so the edge of the road is always crumbling. The only footpath
being a short way towards the Willenhall Rugby Club and in various areas is very
narrow, undulating and twisting making visibility very difficult (also the paths are
never swept). A footpath from the village to Essington Farm would be a great
asset both for the villagers and the Farm.

THE TRAFFIC

Used by local traffic and as a rabbit run for commuting traffic-speeding is also an
issue. When there is a problem on the M6 the traffic is continuous down the lane,
heavy goods use it as a cut through and when the car boot sales are on the lane is
virtually impassable (at times like this the local residents tend to avoid the area)
and emergency vehicles would have great trouble in getting through.

FLY TIPPING AND RUBBISH

The lane is basically used as a rubbish dump and any available pull-ins tend to
soon be filled with rubbish, this is an ongoing and continuous problem, 3 areas
especially: - Quarry entrance, top of Old Hampton Lane and the unofficial layby at
the top of Windmill Hill.

General litter is also a serious problem (what is the frequency of litter picks from
the council?) and during and after a car boot sale the amount of litter is atrocious.
The 2 industrial estates at either end of the road tend to generate a serious
amount of litter and fly tipping.

CAR BOOT SALES

The car boot sales only bring havoc and no revenue or advantage to the village
and car boot signs inundate the area. On a wet day the mud tracked onto the road
is unacceptable and dangerous and on dry days the dust cloud can be seen from a
distance. The site entrances and exits are both very dangerous being within a dip
in the road and on a dangerous bend. The traffic congesting the road for many
hours leaves emergency vehicles having difficulty getting through. Staff from the
car boot sales are directing the traffic on and off the site, should they be doing this
and have they had the proper training and are there risk assessments in place?




Do the operators have the necessary insurance cover and are the car boot sales
monitored by the police for stolen or fake goods?

THE DISUSED QUARRY

From time to time the disused quarry is used for Motocross having the same
effect as the car boot sales: - litter, rubbish, traffic and noise pollution (this also
happens on a Sunday). Motorbikes and 4x4s tend to access the quarry unofficially
at other times from Hilton Main Industrial Estate.

OLD HAMPTON LANE

This lane is also used by off-road motorbikes. Dumped burnt out cars, litter and
general rubbish are a regular occurrence. Attempts by the council e.g. gates and
mounds of road planings have been ineffective, the gates damaged and the road
planings stolen.

Above are some of our observations and it would be good if a number of
interested parties could get together and overcome these problems.

If you are interested do not hesitate to get in touch with the Friends of
Essington.

Website — www.friendsofessington.com

Email - foessington@gmail.com

SOME OF OUR SUGGESTIONS:-
e General road improvements.

e Signage and road markings improved.

e 30 mph speed limit throughout.

e Improvement to the top of Old Hampton Lane (FOE has some ideas).

e More frequent litter picks.

e CCTVinvarious areas.

e Car boot sales —problems need addressing.

e Introduce a tax or a levy on the car boot sale owners to help finance
cleaning up operations.
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