
 

 
 

Friends of Essington Meeting 

8th January 2025 

 

Present: Neil Wheeldon, Clem Whittle, Angie Whittle, Paul Woolley (PWo), Wilson 

Taylor, Tracey Taylor, Pete Ward (PWa), Jon Hanson. 

James Parker (Essington Parish Councillor) 

Apologies: Fred Homer, Ann Fowler (Non-Committee), Carol Hagan (Non-

Committee), Bob Firmstone (Pools Bailiff) 

 

Record of last meeting: Correction made to attendees (FH omitted by mistake) 

then Approved by TT, Seconded by PWa 

 

1. Matters arising from the record of the last meeting. 

 

Miners Monument 

Alan waiting for improvement in weather before bringing heavy plant onto grass to 

excavate foundation. 

 

Jubilee Planter 

All the sawn pieces have been given a second coat of wood preservative. Awaiting a 

date from Jamie to transport to site to enable construction.   

 

Pools Monument Stone 

Some confusion with supplier about official invoice to enable payment. PWa and 

PWo to visit him and resolve all issues and allow engraving to take place. 

 

Blackhalve Lane Gateway 

As per Jubilee Planter.  

 

Staffordshire Lottery 

Payments from Lottery are steadily increasing. Many thanks to all new ticket 

holders. CW & AW to include thanks in next Church magazine as well as details for 

anyone interested in participating. 

 

Windmill Bench 

Bench just needs a coat of varnish when weather improves. Ongoing JH. 

 

Calendar 

Final monies to be collected in for payment into bank by NW. Next month NW will 

provide financial analysis for review by committee. Thanks to all outlets and 

individuals who helped in selling copies. 



NW to communicate via WhatsApp group that all people are welcome/encouraged to 

take photographs around the village and submit them for consideration for next 

year’s edition. 

 

Birdbox Cleaning 

A couple of Robin boxes need checking. FH & CW will carry this out 18th January. 

 

Training Log 

Training log circulated to all users to complete details for the file (in line with 

insurance requirement). Any additional users will be required to complete as 

appropriate. 

 

Future Generation Orchard (St Johns Academy) 

Replacement trees are ready for collection when time is suitable for planting. PWo 

planning to attend with expert to assist in pruning trees and investigating any 

obvious reasons for this year’s lack of fruit.  

 

Spring Clean 2025 

Date is Saturday 5th April. JH is coordinating this event and will produce a project 

plan/action list for review at next meeting. PWa to contact scouts to update them 

in advance of general communications. 

 

Silent soldier outside St Johns Church 

PWo has purchased a replacement background. PWo and WT will install in the near 

future. 

 

Wombles Litter Picks 

JH to obtain a further trolley to assist in high litter/distant areas of the village. 

It was also discussed that for any picks on busy roads, we should display our hazard 

triangle signs (purchased for hedge cutting on Adrians Wall) as a warning to 

motorists. There was also a discussion on what our Public Liability insurance covers 

in regard to main roads with fast traffic. NW to investigate. 

 

Brownshore Triangle ‘Finger Post’ 

NW spoke to a supplier of high-quality traditional cast 

finger posts. Whilst the products would be ideal, the 

quote was for £3,462 which unfortunately, is not a 

feasible option. PWo to investigate a local supplier of 

Oak signs. 

 

 

Kitchen Lane/High Hill ‘Finger Post’ 

A small group of volunteers have repositioned the sign and secured it to the fence. 

This is a good interim solution but ultimately a new sign/renovation of existing will 

be required. 

 



2. Environmental Activities 

 

Tree Planting Areas (behind the allotments) 

PWo has organised with Forest of Mercia and Rugby club for this to take place on 

Sunday 9th February at 10.30am. Event has been communicated on volunteer 

WhatsApp group but further communications will be done by JH. 

 

3. Social Events 

 

Quiz Nights 

Next quizzes 22nd January and 19th February at Working Men’s Club. 

 

JH Holiday Photo Presentation 

Date confirmed with Cherry Tree Court as 8th February at 4pm. CW and JH will 

coordinate publicity. 

 

4. Correspondence 

• An email was shared from the EPC secretary thanking us for including her on the 

committee minute’s circulation and for all the work we continue to do around the 

village. 

• Committee members received an invitation to the ‘Celebration in the Community’ 

event in recognition of all the volunteers around the village.  

5. Finance 

 

Bank Balance 

Latest Bank Statement was shared with the committee by NW. 

 

Expenditure 

• CW has been reimbursed for the GoDaddy website hosting charge. 

 

Insurance Renewal 

Contribution from EPC has been paid into the FoE bank account. Many thanks to 

them for their continued support. 

 

6. Any other business 

 

• Celebration in the Community event discussed and attendees communicated to 

JP. Many thanks to EPC for organising and inviting our committee members. 

• NW to contact Ryan Taylor to see how he is progressing with litter picking kits 

as our supplies are greatly reduced due to increase in wombles. Also volunteer 

hours and enquiry to expectation of annual SSDC grant. 
  

 

Date of next meeting - 12th February, 7.00pm Council Chambers  


