Friends of Essington Meeting

11th June 2025

Present: Paul Woolley (PWo), Angie Whittle, Pete Ward (PWa), Clem Whittle,
James Parker (EPC), Fred Homer, Tracey Taylor, Wilson Taylor

Apologies: Jon Hanson, Neil Wheeldon, Ann Fowler

Record of last meeting: Approved by PWa, Seconded by AW

1. Matters arising from the record of the last meeting.

Miners Monument

Ground works for the base has been completed, thanks to Hilton Main Construction,
Essington Surfacing and Datom for their kind contributions.

The EPC has allowed the funds to lapse which means they are no longer available. JP
and PWo are due attend a meeting with the EPC on 16™ June to discuss.

Estimated outstanding cost currently ~£2100 - PWo to update the cost estimated
and send to JP.

Jubilee Planter
Work on the planter is complete.

Blackhalve Lane Gateway
Lined so just waiting soil as above.

Calendar

TT and WT have created a template to be used by the academy students. TT to
coordinate with the academy regarding the competition. Tentative agreement given
for a prize for the winning design (£20.00 voucher).

AW presented initial designs from her daughter for a front cover concept and page
design. Everyone present agreed they all looked very good with the first one
attracting most attention. Some amendments were proposed. AW to discuss with
her daughter. (post meeting - an updated design has been circulated by CW for
comment).

Future Generation Orchard (St Johns Academy)

One replacement free yet o be planted. Ongoing.

FH asked if the academy would like a beehive in the orchard as he could arrange
this if required. TT to ask the academy.



Wombles Litter Picks
Picks continue to be organised regularly by JH and well attended. Date of next one
is 26™ June @ 9.30.

Brownshore Triangle 'Finger Post’

A sample of the letter engraving has been delivered fo PWo and was shown to the
meeting. General consensus is that ideally letters need to be deeper to cater for a
few infills and outer area sanding. PWO discussed deeper lettering with the
supplier; sample required. Quote of £720 incl. VAT received.

FoE 20™ Anniversary
Date confirmed as 19™ June at 7:30PM. PWa will coordinate gathering deposits and
paying the Meze restaurant.

Freds Bed
Freds Bed will now be looked after by the community service group.

Hobnock/Bursnips Road Junction
Ongoing.

Pools LNR Work
PWo has begun work on the initial design for the community garden feature.

Brownshore Crossing
Ongoing

2. Environmental Activities

Tree Planting Areas (behind the allotments)

The sign has been produced; PWo will coordinate with the rugby club for next step.
Again, it was noted that more damage has occurred. This is extremely
disappointing.

3. Social Events

Quiz Nights
Next quiz nights are on Wednesdays 16™ July and 20™ August at the Working
Men'’s Club.

4. Correspondence

e None received



5. Finance

Bank Balance
Latest Bank Statement was shared with the committee by NW.

Expenditure

New fingerpost has been already approved and is outstanding awaiting
manufacture (approx. £1000)

Plants for Broad Lane, Blackhalve Lane Gateway and Hobnock Road planters are
approved for purchase but amounts not yet confirmed.

Any other business

A community event is being organised by Ades family. It is Carl Sinclair at the
community centre on 7™ February 2026.

PWo has confirmed details of the canal boat trip he has booked for a small
number of committee members. Start at Hatherton Marina, Calf Heath, at
9:30AM on Saturday, 215" June. Please bring your own food, drinks are available
on board.

Bryn's Mound flagpole finial has been repaired and re-erected. Thanks to PWa
and CW.

Adrians Wall to have a general tidy-up on Saturday, 14™ June at 9:00AM.

Date of next meeting - 9" July at 7.00pm in Council Chambers




